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United Kingdom Linguistics Olympiad 

A very happy new year to you all. As I'm sure you're aware, the week for the first round of the Linguistics Olympiad is approaching (Feb 1-5), so this message is your guide to the administration. The procedures are slightly different from previous years because of our new online portal, which we hope is going to make life easier for you as well as for us. This message itself comes to you via the portal, which now handles our list of registered teachers. If you're getting this message, then you can be sure that you're registered; but remember that you now have a personal account on the portal where you can change all your registered details. (For more, see http://www.uklo.org/registering.)
All levels
1. You make local arrangements for the test during the test week (February 1-5), and you print out the test material.
2. I will send an email message at about 5.00 pm on Thursday 28th January to tell you that the test material is available for download, and how and where to download it, using a password that I'll send in a separate message. If you lose the password please email me. 
Advanced candidates
1. You arrange for a 2.5 hour invigilated test under normal conditions for a public exam.
2. You can timetable this exam at any time before the end of Friday 5th February, provided that it's not later than an intermediate-level exam in your school. (This restriction is needed because the two papers share two problems.)
3. You must notify us of your expected approximate numbers before the end of Friday 22nd January, as explained at http://www.uklo.org/notifying. This will allow us to assign you a marker, whose contact details we will tell you during the test week.
4. Immediately after the test, you should:
a. scan the scripts (which will normally be just two sides each) for security
b. upload the scans on the portal (as instructed later)
c. notify the candidate names and details on the portal, via your personal account (as explained at http://www.uklo.org/notifying .
d. post the paper scripts to the marker, including a stamped self-addressed envelopes if you would like the scripts to be returned.
e. relax and wait for the results to be reported on February 22nd.
Non-advanced candidates
The non-advanced levels aren't part of a national competition, so you can handle them as you think best. 
- You will mark the scripts yourself using solutions and marking schemes that I will make available on the evening of Friday 5th February.
- You can allow pupils to work in teams.
- You can arrange a special test session, or you can use ordinary time-tabled lessons; and you can spread the competition across a number of slots, one question at a time. I ndeed, you can use these problems, like any UKLO past problem, at any time during the year.
- You can mix and match problems from different levels, or just do one or two problems. 
But we do hope that you will share your results with us by the 18th March so that we can include them in our national statistical analysis. 
If you have any queries, or if you hit any problems with the portal, please email me (dick@ling.ucl.ac.uk).
With best wishes, Dick

You are getting this email because you've registered on the UKLO Portal. 
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