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Problem 1. The Pink Pig is Pink (5 marks)

Swedish is a Germanic language, related to English. One of the
differences between the two languages is that in Swedish,
adjectives decline (change form) based on grammatical gender
and function in the sentence. Here are some sentences and
their translations that demonstrate this phenomenon.

1) Den fina grisen ar stor.

2) Det stora huset ar fult.

3) Den grona bilen ar ful.

4) Det grona applet ar stort.

5) Den konstiga hunden ar liten.
6) Det bruna applet ar litet.

7) Den stora skogen ar gron.

8) Det trasiga taket dr smutsigt.
9) Den lilla katten ar fin.

10) Den gula grenen ar smutsig.
11) Det langa huset &r brunt.

The pretty pig is big.

The big house is ugly.
The green car is ugly.
The green apple is big.
The weird dog is small.
The brown apple is small.
The big forest is green.
The broken roof is dirty.
The small cat is pretty.
The yellow branch is dirty.
The long house is brown.

Q1.1 Translate these sentences into Swedish:

a) Det huset ar
b) Den grisen ar
c) Det taket ar
d) Den bilen &r
e) Det taket ar

The small house is green.
The ugly pig is brown.
The green roof is pretty.
The broken car is yellow.
The dirty roof is weird.

Q1.2a One of these adjectives behaves slightly differently to the others. Which one?

Q1.2b It is closely related to an English adjective with the same meaning. Which one?
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Solution and marking.
Scoring: (max 12)

e Q1.1:1 per correct word [max 10]

e Q1.2:1 point [max 1]

e Q1.3:1 point [max 1]

Q1.1

a) Det lilla huset ar gront. The small house is green.
b) Den fula grisen ar brun. The ugly pig is brown.
c) Det grona taket ar fint. The green roof is pretty.
d) Den trasiga bilen ar gul. The broken car is yellow.
e) Det smutsiga taket ar konstigt. The dirty roof is weird.

Q1.2a One of these adjectives behaves slightly differently to the others. Which one?
Liten — litet — lilla [accept any of these forms]

Q1.2b It is closely related to an English adjective with the same meaning. Which one?
Little
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Commentary

Unlike in English that does not assign a grammatical gender to nouns, Swedish nouns have two
grammatical genders and can be split into two main categories: common nouns (utrum), and neuter nouns
(neutrum). We find that Danish has the same two grammatical genders as Swedish, and share a common
history of combining masculine and feminine nouns into a common noun category. Other Germanic
languages such as German and Norwegian have maintained the three gender system (masculine, feminine
and neuter).

In the examples given in 1-11, the word for ‘the’ in Swedish comes in two forms: Den ( for common nouns)
and Det ( for neuter nouns). Commonly in Swedish, nouns are generally marked as definite by the suffix -
n/-en for common nouns and -t/-et for neuter nouns e.g. grisen ( the pig), gris (pig). However, we do see
den/det appear in Swedish when there is an adjective that precedes the noun in the sentence (e.g. den fina
grisen). Naturally the gender of the definite article matches the gender of the noun.

Adjectives in Swedish are inflected for gender, number and definiteness. We see that for indefinite articles:
En stor hund ( A big dog): Common + Singular = Basic Form = stor

Ett stort hus ( A big house): Neuter + Singular = Basic Form + t = stort

In Swedish this same inflection with indefinite articles is found after the verb ar regardless of definiteness
En hund/ Hunden ar stor ( A/The dog is big): Common + Singular = Basic Form = stor

Ett hus/Huset ar stort ( A/The house is big): Neuter + Singular = Basic Form + t = stort

We also see that for definite articles

Den stora hunden (The big dog): Definite + Common + Singular = Basic Form + a = stora

Det stora huset (The big house): Definite + Neuter + Singular = Basic Form + a = stora

The word for little/small (liten/litet/lilla) is a well-known irregular adjective in Swedish that has its own
unique form. In the plural, liten becomes sma, cognate to English small.

Interesting Fact: So why is the question called The pink pig is pink? Some adjectives in Swedish always stay
the same and do not inflect. Pink (Rosa) is one of them, and Purple (Lila) is another.

Den rosa grisen ar rosa ( The Pink Pig is Pink): Definite + Common

Det rosa dpplet ar rosa (The Pink Apple is Pink) Definite + Neuter
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