Hello Teachers. I’ve just calculated the thresholds for the Advanced awards and added them to the portal, so if you entered competitors at Advanced level, you can now download the results and also the certificates.
Remember, if you made a mistake when you entered the candidates’ names, it’s easily fixed: just edit the name and ask for the certificates again. The portal always generates the certificates afresh directly from the database.
Once again we had a record number of Advanced entries: 1822, over 100 more than last year. Hooray! 
The marking was all done by unpaid volunteers, and the marking was coordinated, as last year, by Kazune Sato (who happened to be in Japan during the test period …). He did a superb job under trying circumstances – he started with a shortfall of markers, and then with a bunch of markers who let us down. Many thanks to him and his team of markers. 
What next? While some of you are marking your lower-level scripts, we’re now moving towards Round 2, which is open to anyone who won a Gold award in the Advanced competition. That’s on Wednesday March 13th, and is held once again in school, under the usual invigilated exam conditions. Once again you’ll scan the answers and send them to us for marking, and we’ll use the results to select 12 competitors for our training camp, which will be in Magdalen College Oxford from 11-14 April. If you have competitors who have qualified for Round 2 we'll be in touch with you directly.
Thanks to those of you who entered Advanced competitors, and I look forward to seeing your scores for the lower levels; my deadline for including these in the national thresholds is the same as the Round 2 date, March 13th. 
Richard
