Hello Teachers. Just two bits of information, but I hope the first is a cause for excitement!
New email discussion list
When I suggested in an earlier message that you might find a discussion list helpful, some of you told me you agreed, so I’ve set one up. It’s run by JISC (Joint Information Systems Committee), which has been providing email and internet for universities and education since 1993 and which we used until we had our portal. It’s one of the best bits of infrastructure in the academic world, and I think you’ll find it works well. Our list is called UKLOS (UKLO for Schools), so its address is UKLOS@JISCMAIL.AC.UK. 
If you want to subscribe, just go to https://www.jiscmail.ac.uk/cgi-bin/webadmin?A0=UKLOS (which you can also access via our website at https://www.uklo.org/teachers-room/), and select ‘Subscribe or Unsubscribe’ under ‘Options’. I think it’s reasonably easy to subscribe. And once you’re subscribed you’ll not only receive messages from others, but you’ll also have the right to send and to search the archive of past messages. 
GCHQ
As last year, GCHQ (the UK’s ‘spy centre’ at Cheltenham) is organising a competition about language which is in many ways like UKLO, and has similar aims. It’s just for Year 9 pupils, and it’s in November. If you’re interested (as apparently 30% of all UK secondary schools were last year), you need to get onto their mailing list at https://www.gchq.gov.uk/information/nlc-2024#:~:text=The%20NLC%202024%20will%20run,whenever%20they%20find%20the%20time. Highly recommended!

Best wishes, Richard
