Dear Teacher,
This will probably be my last message in the 2023-24 year, so I wish you a good summer break and look forward to working with you next year. Our team of four will be going to the International Linguistics Olympiad in Brazil later this month, so I can’t yet bring you any results. 
New book
Very good news: How to do well in a  linguistics olympiad! It’s a book written by Vlad Neacșu, a very effective Romanian ex-champion (who is currently doing a PhD in chemistry in Hong Kong!!), with help in the translation by our colleagues in Edinburgh: Graeme Trousdale and Pavel Iosad. Even better news: it’s available for free as a downloaded pdf from https://langsci-press.org/catalog/book/420, though you can also order a paper copy for £30. Here are the details: 
Neacșu, Vlad. 2024. Linguistics Olympiad: Training guide. Berlin: Language Science Press. https://langsci-press.org/catalog/book/420.
Highly recommended for ambitious competitors! It deserves a place in your school library alongside Alex Bellos’s book: 
Bellos, Alex. 2020. The Language-Lover’s Puzzle Book. Lexical perplexities and cracking conundrums from across the globe. Guardian Faber.

How to help
UKLO is almost entirely run by unpaid volunteers. (The exception is the portal, whose manager is paid.) If you’re wondering how you can help with the UKLO project, there are some suggestions at https://www.uklo.org/how-to-get-involved/.

Donations
Nevertheless, we do have costs not only for the portal but also for the bootcamp in April and for the international competition. Most of our funding comes from generous organisations, but they’re more likely to be generous if we can raise some money from schools. So far this year we’ve been given £453, which is much less than the £1,190 and £1,750 in 2023 and 2022. If you think your school could afford something, however small, you’ll find how to give it at https://www.uklo.org/donate/. 

Happy summer hols!

Richard



