Hello Teachers. Welcome to a new year of UKLO! We’re starting with a bang this year, but before the bang, let me remind you that all my messages are archived on the website at https://archives.uklo.org/current-year.
IOL
The one team of four that we sent in July to the International Linguistics Olympiad in Brazil covered themselves in glory: they won two Gold medals (#3 and #4 in the world), one Bronze medal, and one Honourable Mention. Better still, they won the trophy for the team with the highest average score; and that’s the second time we’ve won the trophy. So we really are operating at world standard in our competition – and not just in the Advanced competition. Well done, IOL team!
WoLLoW
WoLLoW = World of Languages and Languages of the World (https://theworldoflanguages.co.uk/). This project is driven by a small bunch of enthusiastic teachers whose aims align closely with those of UKLO, except that they don’t run a competition but produce teaching material for ordinary classroom work. If you’re interested, they’re holding a webinar about their work tomorrow, Tuesday 24th September at 7.00 pm; apparently it will also be recorded and shared. (Sorry about the short notice.) Here’s the URL to book a place: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_OLMUys7ZQAODwR3S4uOIfg#/registration. 
Gifts and prizes
UKLO has received two major and very generous gifts which I’d like to acknowledge here. One is from an anonymous teacher who won a premium-bond prize and gave it to us. The other is from a teacher who sadly died last year and remembered us in her will. She’s not anonymous because we’ve decided to create a prize in her honour: the Helen Valls Award, for the competitor who gets the highest score in the Advanced competition. Helen was a teacher at Richard Huish College in Taunton, where she promoted UKLO enthusiastically and successfully. Thanks Anonymous and Helen!
Article
You may be interested in an article I wrote recently for the British Academy Journal which explains why I think UKLO is important educationally: I argue that it is an oasis in the ‘KAL desert’ which affects both English and Foreign Languages in our universities and schools. You can find it via https://dickhudson.com/papers/#ed. 
Richard

